
Minutes of the 38th Planning Committee, held on Tuesday 8th November at Holywell 
Green United Reformed Church, 6.30pm. 
 
Present: Cllrs Fieldhouse (LF), Lyness-Brown (AL-B) and Mullany (MM) (Chair and 
minutes) 
 
2022P37.1  Apologies and reasons for absence and lateness 
Cllrs Knights and Bottomley were unable to attend due to other commitments. 
 
2022P37.2  Public participation session 
No members of the public attended. 
 
2022P37.3  To receive parish councillors' Declarations of Interest 
None received. 
 
2022P37.4  To accept the minutes of the 34th Planning Committee held in June 2022 
These were accepted as a true record. 
  
2022P37.5  Calderdale (draft) Climate Action Plan: To consider a response to public 
consultation on this plan  
 

MM stated that the Climate Action Plan was Calderdale Council’s three year plan for the 
District to achieve its target of Net Zero by 2038 with significant progress by 2030. This 
target which is ahead of national targets, is shared by our neighbours in West Yorkshire 
(Leeds, Wakefield, Kirklees and Bradford), North Yorkshire, and Greater Manchester.  
 

MM thought it important to respond in order to let CMBC know the relevant projects the 
Parish Council was engaged in, or wanting to engage in, and the challenges it was facing 
in delivering these. This might assist CMBC in supporting these projects and encouraging 
parish councils to be fully involved eg by producing their own climate action plans.  
 
It was agreed that the proposed Community centre in the former library had the potential to 
be a key hub for informing and engaging parishioners on climate related issues and 
projects. There was an opportunity to consider the potential for energy efficiency 
improvements to the building which may deliver lasting benefits and cost savings. Potential 
for renewable energy generation through eg solar panels should also be explored.  
 

Discussion of current transport issues affecting the parish included the recent loss of the  
539 bus service and the need for this serious gap in provision to be filled. In relation to the 
‘Walking Bus scheme’ being promoted by the parish council, AL-B reported a lack of 
expertise within CMBC to support those interested in setting up such schemes. Potential 
for electric vehicle charging points was identified, for instance in Stainland and Shaw 
Parks. AL-B said he would ask Together Housing regarding their provision.  
 
In relation to the Parish Council’s efforts to take ownership of and rejuvenate local 
allotments this also had significant potential for community engagement around local food 
production. Disused land adjoining the allotments was being promoted as a community 
orchard and an outdoor classroom for local primary schools. Further unused land could  be 
made productive with potential for a social enterprise such as a Community Farm. 
 
The Parish Council was engaged in valuable tree planting and landscaping schemes. MM 
stated that the Climate Action Plan said little about adaptation to the ongoing impacts of 



climate change which were likely to intensify in the coming years, as a result of increased 
flooding and heat waves. Natural landscaping schemes would play an increasingly 
important role both in managing surface water and providing more shade for vulnerable 
residents.  
 

While new planting projects were continuing, challenges remain with the loss of existing 
trees (including protected ones) and the failure to replace these, particularly in new 
development. A good recent example had been the loss of trees within the Conservation 
Area outside close to Stainland Mechanics.  
 
The Parish Council was helping to influence low carbon development through its 
engagement with the planning system, highlighting unsustainable development in remote 
rural locations, the erosion of the local Green belt and in built up areas, the loss of garden 
space for parking. It was agreed that the lack of appropriate staffing levels in CMBC’s 
planning service had greatly hampered the Parish Council’s involvement while also 
resulting in an alarming level of performance on investigating and enforcing planning 
breaches, and unacceptable delays in processing applications.  
 
Resolved:  that MM prepare and submit comments to CMBC based on the above 
discussion.  
 

2022P37.6  To consider a response to consultation on current planning applications 
within the parish, including, (at the time of agenda publication):  
 
22/01018/CON Turley Cote Farm Turley Cote Lane Outlane Elland Calderdale HD3 3GF  
Change of use from agricultural building to single dwelling house and detached garage  
 
Resolved to comment:  
The Parish Council objects to the proposed change of use and proposed new dwelling and 
detached garage in the Green Belt and in a prominent location adjacent to one of the 
parish’s most attractive recreational routes (Turley Cote Lane bridleway).    
 

No measurements are provided on the plan of proposed house so its footprint compared to 
the existing building is unclear.  
 

However, the volume calculation in the Design and Access Statement states that the 
volume of the proposed two storey house is more than twice that of the existing 
agricultural building. This represents a disproportionate addition which will reduce the 
openness of the Green belt.  
 

In terms of design the development turns its back to Turley Cote Lane, the main access 
route (front entrance on north west elevation). The use of red brick and corrugated 
sheeting for the roof, though matching the existing building, results in new residential 
development which is incongruous in the context of the nearby stone built farm and 
cottages. The proximity of the development to Turley Cote Lane would increase the 
negative impact.  
 

 
2022P37.7 To review recently determined applications in the parish 
MM reported that there were no recent decisions of significance. The proposed  
development of an agricultural dwelling at Old Lindley (Harrow Clough Farm) had been 
recommended for refusal by planning officers but was going to CMBC Planning Committee 



for decision. Proposals for major extension to property at Cray Lane, Stainland Dean was 
still pending. 
 
2022P37.8 To receive an update on current planning enforcement issues in the 
parish 
MM reported no further update from CMBC regarding outstanding queries.   
 
Resolved: MM to further chase progress on outstanding queries.  
 
2022P36.9 Any other business 
None.  
 
2022P36.10 Date of next meeting 
Tuesday 13th December 2022 6.30pm 
 
Meeting closed: 7.30pm 


