
 

 

The fight to save the former Stainland Library building for continued community 

use has stepped up a gear since the summer, when parishioners were told that 

Calderdale was ending the library service and would sell the building if an alter-

native use could not be found. 

Since then, several groups have come forward to 

support the Parish Council in preparing its offer to 

take on the maintenance and operation of the for-

mer library building and this offer is due to be sub-

mitted in the form of a full business case by the 

end of January next year.  The business case is a 

substantial document which sets out proposals for the building to become a 

multi-user, multi-purpose community centre, setting out how it will operate and 

forecasts of likely income and expenditure in the next few years.  “This is an 

great opportunity to build and support a greater sense of community,” said Pe-

ter Lassey, Chairman of the Parish Council’s Communications Committee.  “A 

major part of my role has been to identify and liaise with potential users of the 

community centre and I’m excited about the variety of proposals which we’ve 

received so far, covering social events, the performing arts and health and well-

being as well as others.” 

“We’d be delighted to hear from anyone else considering using the building or 

just with time and skills to help out,” he continued.  “If you’re one of these peo-

ple, please come forward by contacting either our Parish Clerk 

(parish.clerk@sdpc.uk) or myself as soon as you can” (peter.lassey@sdpc.uk). 

Save Our Library Building 

Please welcome our NEW Environ-

mental Warden John Beardwood who 

started work on 4th October. 

The warden role is extra support in re-

sponse to falling standards from CMBC, 

who should do this work.  John has a long 

horticultural background and has a sound 

knowledge of plants and gardening.  

John’s tasks will in-

clude maintaining 

the green spaces 

within the parish, 

conducting small 

maintenance jobs 

and litter picking. 

Some of John’s first 

tasks will be to tidy up and maintain the 

gardens at Grey Hall, the entrance to 

Stainland Park and the Library. In addi-

tion, John will also be replanting the rock-

ery garden at the Stainland Park car park 

now that all the weeds have cleared.     

Would you like to be a Councillor?  

The Parish Council has a vacancy for a 

Councillor for the Stainland ward. Any 

adult who lives or works in the Parish (or 

lives within 3 miles of the boundary) 

would be eligible to stand for election for 

the vacant post. However, we would be 

happy to talk to anyone, especially 

younger people who live or work in the 

district as we have opportunities to co-

opt residents to the Council.  

If you are interested and want to have a 

chat about what is involved, feel free to 

contact the chair of council at

(guy.liddell@sdpc.uk). The full criteria 

for candidates is on our website. 

Toddler Play Area Stainland Park  

The Parish Council is exploring the potential to make 

some improvements to the toddler play area in Stain-

land Park. The equipment and safety surface need 

some basic maintenance which CMBC are currently 

scheduling for many parks in the borough. We see this 

as an opportunity to make more ambitious improve-

ments. 

This could involve replacing some of the tired equip-

ment with pieces designed for inclusive play and some general improvements to 

the setting of the play area within the park. 

Parish councillors are discussing with CMBC and others providers to understand 

what may be possible within the existing space and the Parish Clerk has contact-

ed a small group of park users to seek some initial views on the project.  
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The Parish Council has a 

new updated website.  

This should provide a better 

platform to share the work we are 

doing and provide an easier way 

for residents, employers and other 

local organisations to contact us. 

The website (www.sdpc.uk) is up-

dated with all minutes and agen-

das and will become a repository 

for any research or other docu-

ments we produce. There are pages for each committee and local organisations. 

If you are a local community group and would like us to signpost residents to 

your website please contact us. We are still developing the site and would wel-

come any comments on how we can improve the website to better support you. 

Climate Challenge 

As you read this, world leaders are about to meet in Glasgow for the COP26 

summit where they will try to chart a way out of the global climate crisis. The 

outcome will affect us all because as recent events such as floods in the Calder 

valley and wildfires on our moors have underlined, the impacts of climate 

change are not a distant threat but are already with us.  

In partnership with Calderdale MBC and the local community, the Parish Council 

has a role to play in addressing both the causes and effects of climate change 

this could include: 

• Caring for our local parks and green spaces which help to regulate the 

climate and help us adapt as it changes 

• Encouraging community involvement in local action to improve the envi-

ronment 

• Managing local allotments to encourage local food growing  

• Protecting, enhancing and extending wildlife areas to boost biodiversity 

• Protecting and planting trees and hedgerows 

• Encouraging walking by improving the pedestrian environment in our 

villages, and their links to local public rights of way network  

• Seeking improvements to local bus services and associated infrastructure 

• Defending local facilities and influencing proposed development in the 

parish through our engagement with the planning process 

We know there is so much more we need to do and as always we welcome your 

ideas, comments and offers of help.  

If you have taken action or made changes perhaps at home in your business or 

personal lifestyle to reduce your carbon footprint we would love to hear about 

them. Send us details and or photos and we will publish on our website to show 

the strength of the residents’ response. Email: parish.clerk@sdpc.uk 

If you would like to understand more about your carbon footprint try this handy 

calculator https://footprint.wwf.org.uk/#/ 

Some of the many planters provid-

ed by the Parish Council. 

The repainted phone box 

in Stainland has had a lot 

of positive feedback. 


